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ABSTRACT 

The "WhOMAN" collection is both about differences and connections. It is also about 

searching for your own identity, and about hiding and revealing. My inspiration is a town 

that in spite of social prejudice managed to escape its fate and became a unique world. 

Often hated and unfairly judged, Provincetown has become a symbol of personal freedom, 

artistic value and traditions of extravagant lifestyle. 

           ‚               ‘                                                          ’  

own identity and self expression. I aimed to capture these processes in my collection. 

Additionally, my collection explores the boundaries of beauty. 

 

Keywords: WhOMAN, Provincetown, fashion, hell-town, AIDS, identity, individuality, 

gender, andgrogyny, unisex, bear, rejected, society, art, gesamtkunstwerk 
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 Clothes may reveal our way of life and our unconscious selves: they may communicate 

social position, aspirations and desires, needs and emerging aspects, vision of the world.“ 

Lucy Orta 
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I.  THE THEORETICAL PART 
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1 PROVINCETOWN 

1.1 Hell-town 

 

1. Provincetown collage 
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Provincetown is a land of extremes. Its location at the terminus of Cape Cod makes it truly 

on of the ends of the Earth, and as such it tends to attract those who wish to live on the 

fringe. Originally settled by the Puritan Pilgrims, it is now home to an extremely wide 

variety of people from artists to fishermen; scientists to sunbathers; designers to drag 

queens, a bearde                     ‘     ’                               g            

months, Provincetown comes alive in the summer when it receives a massive influx of 

vacationers and summer residents. Suddenly the streets are filled with musicians plying 

their trade, plein air artists with their easels, families with their ice cream cones, and 
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flamboyant cross-dressers hawking tickets to their stage shows. Provincetown is magical 

because it greets all of these people with the open arms of acceptance. 
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1
 RayzRealm. [online] http://users.rcn.com/rayzrealm/doclib/edptown.html 
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1.3 Provincetown History 
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2
 BAKER. Paul and Jo STANLEY. Hello Sailor! The Hidden History of Gay Life at Sea, Pearson Education 

2003, 71pg.  ISBN-13: 978-0582772144. 

3
 US- United States 

4
 Urban Dictionary. [online] 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=it%27s%20only%20queer%20if%20you%27re%20tied%

20to%20the%20pier 
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3. F shi n c ll g  

1.4.1 Local Designers 

Scott Coffey 
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5
 PROVINCETOWN ART. [online] http://provincetownarts.org/beta/?page_id=182 

6
 Coffey, Scott. [online]  
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htt ://www. r  inc t wn.c m/sh   ing_c   _h lid y/sh   ing_ t wn/?listing_id=16476 

7
 Duffy, Robert. [online] http://www.provincetownbanner.com/article/news_article/_/48157/News/5/17/200 
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4. Provincetown collage  
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1.5 Love you until I die 

 

 

5. AIDS collage  
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 FRONTLINE. "The Age of AIDS" [online] http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/aids/ 
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2 BEYOND CLOTHES 

2.1 Identity vs Individuality 
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9
 BRAND, Jan. Fashion and Imagination, About Clothes and Art, ArtEZ Press, 2009, 117pg.  ISBN: 978-

90891014002. 

10
 BRAND, Jan. Fashion and Imagination, About Clothes and Art, ArtEZ Press, 2009, 117pg.  ISBN: 978-

90891014002. 
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2.1.1 Between fashion and Art 
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2.1.2 Gesamtkunstwerk 
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11
 BRAND, Jan. Fashion and Imagination, About Clothes and Art, ArtEZ Press, 2009, 320pg.  ISBN: 978-

90891014002. 

12
 Kawakubo. Rei, Cover from the catalog  f  x  siti n ‘R FUSING FASHION‘ [online] 

htt ://www.shiny .fr/ind x. h /2010/12/i-c uldnt- x l in-my-cr  ti  - r c ss-t -y u- nd-   n-if-i-c uld-
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http://www.amazon.com/ReFusing-Fashion-Kawakubo-Harold-Koda/dp/097919914X
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2.2 Bernhard Willhelm 

 

7. Bernhard Willhelm 
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13
 LITTLEWOOD, Tom. VICE BETA. [online] http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/bernhard-wilhelm-726-v16n3 

14
 BRAND, Jan. Fashion and Imagination, About Clothes and Art, ArtEZ Press, 2009, pg. 325.  ISBN: 978-

90891014002. 
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2.3 Walter Van Beirendonck 

 

8., 9. Walter Van Beirendonck  FairyTales, Bears 
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15
 Antwerp Six - group of influential avant garde fashion designers who graduated from Antwerp's Royal 

Academy of Fine Arts 

16
 W.&L.T. - Wild and Lethal Trash 

17
 JONES, Terry and Susie RUSTON, Fashion Now2,  Taschen, 2008, pg. 512.  ISBN: 978-3-83650336-5. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antwerp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koninklijke_Academie_voor_Schone_Kunsten_Antwerpen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koninklijke_Academie_voor_Schone_Kunsten_Antwerpen
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18
 DAVIES, Hywel. Modern Menswear, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2008, pg. 184, ISBN: 978-1-

85669-540-4 

19
 DOSSIER. [online] http://dossierjournal.com/style/fashion/walter-van-beirendonck-paris-mens-fashion-

week/ 
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2.4 Androgyny 
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 Fashionising.[online] http://www.fashionising.com/trends/b--androgyny-androgynous-fashion-22284.html 

 

file:///D:/PDF/Fashionising
http://www.fashionising.com/trends/b--androgyny-androgynous-fashion-22284.html
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10. Marc Jacobs 

2.4.1 Unisex Fashion 
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21
 THE CUT. [online] http://nymag.com/thecut/2010/02/rad_hourani.html 

http://nymag.com/thecut/2010/02/rad_hourani.html
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3 SOCIAL PROBLEMS AND FASHION 

3.1 Fashion againts AIDS 

 

11. AIDS collage 
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22
 NEW YORK TIMES. [online] http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/11/us/aids-and-the-fashion-world-industry-

fears-for-its-health.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm 
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12. Designers againts AIDS 
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 “THERE IS  ORE ACTION TO BE DONE TO FIGHT AIDS THAN TO WEAR THIS T-

SHIRT BUT IT’S A GOOD START“
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13. Designers againts AIDS by Martin Margiela 
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Photographer and former creative director Oliviero Toscani said about his fashion 

      g :   I am not asked by Benetton to sell clothes. The communication is a product in 
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23
 MAISONMARTIMARGIELA. [online] http://maisonmartinmargiela.tumblr.com/collections#/en_US/07_t-

shirt_sida/2012_sida_ss13_zoom.jpg.php 

 

24
 THE FASHION BOOK. Phaidon Press Limited, 1998, pg. 46, ISBN: 978-0-7148-4859-4 
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3.2 Societal Issues through Fashion 

 

14. Provincetown collage 
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 BLACK, Sandy, The Sustainable Fashion Handbook, Thames and Hudson, 2012, pg. 166, ISBN: 978-0-

500-29056-9 
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15. Diesel Campaign 2007 
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II.  THE PRACTICAL PART 
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4 WHOMAN 

 

16. Model 5 
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 New York (CNN) [online] http://edition.cnn.com/2011/12/01/world/aids-day-ribbon 

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/12/01/world/aids-day-ribbon
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With the retreat of horses, leather clothing became the symbol of rebelliousness, 

masculinity and eminent position.  
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27
 BDSM - an overlapping abberevation of Bondage and Discipline (BD), Dominance and Submission (DS), 

Sadism and Masochism (SM) 

28
 WWII - World War 2 

29
 İçimd  i Ayı. [online] http://www.icimdekiayi.com/leather-subculture.html 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BDSM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biker_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biker_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1953
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wild_One
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wild_One
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlon_Brando
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://www.icimdekiayi.com/
http://www.icimdekiayi.com/leather-subculture.html
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18. Model 4 

4.3 Collection description 
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19. Details 
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The collection is divided into three parts. 

 The first part symbolizes freedom, which is characteristic for Provincetown. Models are 

pleated with large balloon skirt with asymmetric ending. Models are connected with red 

leather straps and metal accessories that symbolize sexual and extravagant nature of the 

town. 

Model 1. A red asymmetrical, ruffled and tiered dress with a femine decolletage neckline.  

Dress has metal clips and leather straps.  

Model 2. Sheer light beige striped dress with plunging neckline made from layers of silk 

with an asymmetrical metal hardware closure. 

Model 3. Skirt and shirt: Soft and femine balloon skirt paired with a bondage inspired 

sheer and short sleeve top with leather strap bra. 

 

20. Model 1, 2, 3 

The second part is characterized by oversize designs. Each model has a unique design with 

extreme extension of certain clothing. This design symbolizes boundlessness of human 

identity and uniqueness. Models are transparent, revealing the body and the unique identity 

of each person. Transparent models are complemented with leather accessories and 

clothing components such as shorts, skirts, bra and vest. 

Model 4. A sheer long round neck voile top from silk with leather belt and leather zip 

shorts. 

Model 5. A long gown with exaggerated sleeves and leather details with unisex leather 

vest. 

Model 6. A red dress with one extra long sleeve and leather skirt. 
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Model 7. Man leather shorts with sheer shirt, leather straps and metal accessories. 

 

 

21. Model 5, 6, 7 
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The last part of the collection follows the theme 'rejected'. Rejection based on the history, 

when the city and residents shunned the society. But unlike in the distant past, when what 

was forbidden was wrong, they promoted the concept of refusal and uniqueness of human 

personality. Originality surpassed mass appeal and prejudices of society. Models are 

unisex and made of jeans fabric. The specific locations has pleated parts with the sprayed-

on words 'rejected' and complemented with leather  accessories. In collection is an 

adrogynous dress with metal closures. Worn with dress or pants by man or woman. Unisex 

pants, vest and skirts. 

 

22. Rejected  Models 
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“R   cti n isn't f ilur . F ilur  is gi ing u . E  ryb dy g ts r   ct d. It's h w y u h ndl  

it th t d t rmin s wh r  y u'll  nd u .” 

― Richard Castle 

 

23. Rejected  Models 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1953433.Richard_Castle
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III.  THE PROJECT PART 



UTB in Zlin, Faculty of Multimedia Communications 47 

 

5 ILLUSTRATIONS 
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24. Picture 1.2.3 
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6 PHOTOS 
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24. Photos /Maria Mihalikova, Laura Kovanska/ 
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CONCLUSION 

Beauty               ’  point of view and I personally have always been fascinated by 

eccentricity. The fate of this town shaped the way I designed the collection. My testimony 

is consists of fragments of feelings behind the curtain of deep thoughts. I see life where 

everyone finds understanding, refuge of uneasiness and confusion of human identity. 

The final school assignment and the first real life experiment. 

Provincetown reveals its hidden secrets. Originality exists because everyone has something 

special about themselves. An entire life perhaps offers us a way to understand our identity 

and getting to know our way of life. Who we are is a reflection of how we are, how we 

live. 

WhOMAN = human 

While in the past the eccentricity was frowned upon, now is the time to be yourself and 

erase all boundaries. This work has taught me to appreciate the uniqueness of the 

individual and to begin to understand the influence of fashion on society. 



UTB in Zlin, Faculty of Multimedia Communications 59 

 

BIBLIOGRPAPHY

 [1] BRAND, Jan: Fashion and Imagination, About Clothes and Art, ArtEZ Press, 

2009.  ISBN: 978-90891014002. 

 [2] THE FASHION BOOK. Phaidon Press Limited, 1998, pg. 46, ISBN: 978-0-7148-

4859-4 

 [3] JONES, Terry and Susie RUSTON: Fashion Now2,  Taschen, 2008.  ISBN: 978-

3-83650336-5. 

 [4] BAKER. Paul and Jo STANLEY: Hello Sailor! The Hidden History of Gay Life 

at Sea, Pearson Education 2003,  ISBN-13: 978-0582772144. 

[5]  DAVIES, Hywel: Modern Menswear, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2008.    

ISBN: 978-1-85669-540-4. 

 [6] BLACK, Sandy: The Sustainable Fashion Handbook, Thames and Hudson, 2012. 

ISBN: 978-0-500-29056-9. 

 [7] KODA, Harold: Extreme Beauty: The Body Transformed, New York: The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2001, ISBN 1-58839-015-2. 

 [8]   C  L  Á      :  ó             Bř     :                     2002    B : 

80-861-8147-2. 

 [9] ARMSTRONG, David: 615 Jefferson Avenue, Bologna, Italy: Grafiche Damiani, 

ISBN: 978-88-6208-178-8 

 [10] ECIEZA, Laura: Atlas of Fashion Designers, USA: Rockport Publishers, 2008, 

ISBN: 978-1-59253-661-0. 

 [11] JAEGER, Anne-Celine: Fashion Makers Fashion Shapers, New York: Thames & 

Hudson, ISBN: 978-0-500-28824-5. 

 [12] EVANS, Caroline: Fashion at the edge: spectacle, modernity and deathliness. 

New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003, ISBN 0-300-10138-4. 

 [13] BAUDOT, Francois:  ó           . Bratislava: Ikar a.s., 2001, ISBN: 80-551-

0127-2. 

 [14] TRAVERS-  E CER                        :     F       D   g   ’  

Directory of shapes and forms, A CIP 2008, London, ISBN: 978-0-7136-8796-5. 

 [15] LEACH, Robert: The Fashion Resource Book,  Thames and Hudson 2009, 

London. ISBN: 978-0-500-29035-4. 

tel:80-861-8147-2
tel:80-551-0127-2
tel:80-551-0127-2


UTB in Zlin, Faculty of Multimedia Communications 60 

 

 [16] BRUZZI, Stella: Fashion Cultures, Routledge 2000, New York, ISBN: 978-0-

415-20685-5. 

 [17] CUNNINGHAM, Michael: L   ’  E  , Crown 2006. ISBN: 978-0609609071. 

 [18] MANSO, Peter: Ptown: Art, Sex and monez on the Outer Cape, Scribner 2003. 

ISBN: 978-0743243117. 

 [19] COSTANTINO, Maria,: Fashions of a decade. New York, Facts on File 2006, ISBN: 

0-8160-6719-8 

 

Provincetown [online] http://www.provincetown.com/ 

Provincetown [online] http://ptownchamber.com/ 

BUSA, Christopher, Provincetown Art Magazine [online] 

http://provincetownarts.org/beta/?page_id=38 

RayzRealm. [online] http://users.rcn.com/rayzrealm/doclib/edptown.html 

DAA [online] http://www.designersagainstaids.com/ 

DOSSIER [online] http://dossierjournal.com/style/fashion/walter-van-beirendonck-paris-

mens-fashion-week/ 

FASHIONISING .[online]  

http://www.fashionising.com/trends/b--androgyny-androgynous-fashion-22284.html 

THE CUT. [online] http://nymag.com/thecut/2010/02/rad_hourani.html 

NEW YORK TIMES. [online] http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/11/us/aids-and-the-

fashion-world-industry-fears-for-its-health.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm 

New York (CNN) [online] http://edition.cnn.com/2011/12/01/world/aids-day-ribbon 

 

http://www.provincetown.com/
http://ptownchamber.com/
http://provincetownarts.org/beta/?page_id=38
http://users.rcn.com/rayzrealm/doclib/edptown.html
http://www.designersagainstaids.com/
file:///D:/PDF/FASHIONISING
http://www.fashionising.com/trends/b--androgyny-androgynous-fashion-22284.html
http://nymag.com/thecut/2010/02/rad_hourani.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/11/us/aids-and-the-fashion-world-industry-fears-for-its-health.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/11/us/aids-and-the-fashion-world-industry-fears-for-its-health.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/12/01/world/aids-day-ribbon


UTB in Zlin, Faculty of Multimedia Communications 61 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

P-town 

US 

 Provincetown. 

United States. 

W.&L.T.  Wild and Lethal Trash. 

WWII 

DAA 

VS 

e. g. 

BDSM 

 

 World War 2. 

Designers Against AIDS. 

Versus. 

For example. 

an overlapping abberevation of Bondage and Discipline (BD), Dominance and 

Submission (DS), Sadism and Masochism (SM)V       ř             

 

   

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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