The Image of the Czech Republic in Anglophone
Mass Media

Martin Sekula

Bachelor’s Thesis i Tomas Bata University in Zlin
2019 Faculty of Humanities




Univerzita Tomage Bati ve Zliné
Fakulta humanitnich studii

Ustav modernich jazyka a literatur
akademicky rok: 2018/2019

ZADANIi BAKALARSKE PRACE

(PROJEKTU, UMELECKEHO DILA, UMELECKEHO VYKONU)

Iméno a pfijmeni:  Martin Sekula

Osobni islo: H16833

Studijni program:  B7310 Filologie

Studijni obor: Anglicky jazyk pro manaterskou praxi

Forma studia: prezenéni

Téma préce: Obraz Ceské republiky v anglofonnich masmédiich

Lasady pro vypracovani:

Studium odborné literatury

Teoretické zpracovani tématu

Formulace cil préce

Analjza obrazu Ceské republiky v zahraniénich masmédiich
Vyvozeni a formulace zavérd prace



Rozsah bakalafské prace:
Rozsah piiloh:
Forma zpracovani bakalafské prace:  tisténalelektronicka

Seznam odbomé literatury:

Kévecses, Zoltan. 2010, Metaphor: A Practical Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Lakoff, George, and Mark Johnson. 2003, Metaphors We Live By, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Rosenleaf-Ritter, Nicole. 2006. Czech Republic - Culture Smart! The Essential Guide to
Customs and Culture. London: Kuperard.

Stangor, Charles. 2016, "The Study of Stereotyping, Prejudice, and Discrimination within
Social Psychology: A Quick History of Theory and Research.” In Handbook of Prejudice,
Stereotyping, and Discrimination, edited by Todd D. Nelson, 1-12. New York: Taylor &
Francis.

Tarasheva, Elena. 2014. The Image of a Country Created by International Media: The
Case of Bulgaria. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars.

Vedouel bakalafské prace: Svitlana Shurma, M.A., Ph.D.
Ustav modernich jazykd a literatur
Datum zadani bakalafské prace: 9. listopadu 2018

Termin odevzdéani bakalafské préce: 3. kvétna 2019

Ve Zliné dne 22. ledna 2019

L.5.

doc. Ing. Anetka Lengélova, Ph.D. Mar. Libor Marek, Ph.D.
dékanka Feditel fistavu



PROHLASENI AUTORA BAKALARSKE PRACE

Beru na védomi, Ze

o odevzdinim bakalifské prace souhlasim se zvefgjnénim své prace podle zdkona &,
111/1998 Sh. o vysokych kolich a o zmeéné a doplnéni dalfich zdkond (zikon o
vysokych 3koldch), ve znéni pozdgjiich prdvnich predpisi. bez ohledu na vysledek
obhajoby “;

s beru na védomi, Ze bakaldiskd price bude uloZena v elektronické podobe
v univerzitnim informaénim systému dostupna k nahlédnuti;

» na moji bakalifskou prici se piné vztahuje zakon & 121/2000 Sb. o prédvu autorskeém,
o pravech souvisejicich s pravem autorskym a o zméné nékterych zakoni (autorsky
zakon) ve znéni pozdéjiich privnich piedpisi, zejm. § 35 odst. 3 4!

o podle § 60 ¥ odst. 1 autorského zikona md UTB ve Zling pravo na uzavieni licentn{
smlowvy o uZiti Skolniho dila v rozsahu § 12 odst, 4 autorského zikona;

e podle § 60¥ odst. 2 a 3 mohu vzt své dilo — bakalafskou préci - nebo poskytnout
licenci k jejimu vyu#iti jen s pfedchozim pisemnym souhlasem Univerzity Tomase
Bati ve Zling, kterd je opravnéna v takovém piipadé ode mne poZadovat pfiméfeny
piispévek na Ghradu nakladd, které byly Univerzitou ToméSe Bati ve Zliné na
vytvofeni dila vynalofeny (a# do jejich shutedné vise),

« pokud bylo k vypracovani bakaldfské price vyuZito softwaru poskytnutého
Univerziton TomdSe Bati ve Zling nebo jinymi subjekty pouze ke studijnim a
vizkumnym adelim (tj. k nekomerénimu vyuZiti), nelze vysledky bakaldfské prace
vyuZit ke komerénim déelim,

Prohlaguji, Ze
s clektronickd a tiSténd verze bakaldfské prace jsou totoZng;
o na bakaldfské prici jsem pracoval samostamé a poufitou literaturu jsem citoval,
V piipade publikace vysledkil budu uveden jako spoluautor.

4 &y

Ve ZIing ...2.2819

Trzaton & 111 TO08 o8, 0 Waokye JECIach & 0 Srane & Aapimen AaTiich Sakorm [k o TYSoRVCR SKGICh], Ve TEnT [z FcH praveich.
predpisi, £ 47h Dvefefiovin 2dwirecnich pracl:

(1} Fpsokd fhola meviadlednd mvefeffuge disertan, diplomené, bakaldfshd a rigordsnd prdee, w kerdich probéila obtaioba, viemé poridis
opomennl @ viledby ablgiohy prossedrictvim danabdze bvallfibednih pracl, berow sprevge. Zpieob ovefgininl siano vitfal pledpi
visakd Bhole



(2} Diseriaini, diplomove, bakaldtké a rigardent price adevedams vehazedem K obligfobd musl b w2 nepménd pit procownich dnd pied
komdnim obhajoly svefeindry & nahlEZens vefainasti v mistd wrdendm witfnim predpines vsokd ol nebe nenili ok urdene, v mind
pracaviitd vysobd Sholy, ke se md konat ethafoba prace. Kaldy s mige o avefeininé prdee poizavat na s ndtlady sy, pisy neho
FORNOSETITY,

(30 Plarl, 2¢ edevzddiim price astor soulilas) se Tvefgindnim mvé pridce poele sohiomo sdbana, bes ohrleds ng vWaledek oblgloby.

2 zdkow & 1202000 Sb. o prdv autorshés, o pravech souvisgiicich s prdvem aveorskim o o it mEkteryoh sdbom fmumarsly sdkon) ve
it praddfich praunich predpish, § 35 adst 3

{3 Do prava awsorskéhe ki nesasinge Frola rebo fholskd o vediElivacd safizeni, udjie-i nikoll 2 dfelam Primdi mebo neppiméha
fospoddfakihe nebo ahchodniho prowdcin & visce rebo Eviastal potfebd dilo vptvofend Sdkom nebo shuderiem e spindrni Beoliich nebo
Htadyinich povinnosi Vipliivaricich 2 jehs praviio vetaim ke fole neba Bolbng & vaailvacih zafizen (ikalad dila),

31 zadibon £ 1212000 5 o prev autoeskén, o prifvech souvisgilclch s prévem aworsdim @ o 2méng kol zakond fanlarsky zdkon) ve
aindal porddiHch praveich predpisi, § 60 Skodnd dils:

{1} Feola mebo Selské & vedelivact zaffzent eyt za alrvpkiveh podmninek sravo mg wsrent licencnl simlparey o it Sholnfho dila (8 35 ods
). Oapled-li aweor ikawdho il ucdilie resleni bez witndha cltvody, maltt e (o osoby domdba mehrazend olybdiicihe profevie felo wile u
soucde. Ussmnoveni § 35 adw. 3 zistdvd nedotdena.

(2} Neni-li yedndma jinat, mide ewor Bolnfo dile nd ils & & parkytmout findmu licenci, neni-li fo VrOZpORY 3 cprdvndnyim sdimy Skl
neba Bolskiho & veablivaciho saftzeni,

(3 Skola nebo $iolohé & vedildvacl safizeni 5o aprsivdny pofadvar aby fim autar Salatho dita 2 widsk jin dosafendhe v souvislass
§ ufitim dfla & pasiytantin licence podle odstave 2 priméfend prspél ng thrady ndkidi, kierd na yprvarent dils vimalozily, @ to podle
akelrast ab do jeich stwtecnd vike; pitam s pifilidne & eidi widllly dosafondhe halay neho Sholobym & vedélivacim safizenim = wditf
Sherderiiho dila podle odugvee |,



ABSTRAKT

Cilem této prace je popsat prototypicky obraz Ceské republiky a srovnat jej s obrazem
Ceské republiky v anglofonnich masmediich. V teoretické &asti byly definovany pojmy
stereotyp, prototyp a pojmova metafora. Poté byla provedena analyza dané zemé. Bylo
zjisténo, 7e Cesko zpravidla nema jednu identitu. CeSi jsou nezavisli a neochotni
spolupracovat, piji hodné alkoholu a kouii, zaroven ptipominaji Svejka. V praktické ¢asti
bylo zjisténo, ze nejcastéji zobrazenymi osobami jsou Andrej Babi§ a Milo§ Zeman.
Nejfrekventovanéj$i témata zahrnuji politické novinky, jidlo, alkohol, uzavienou a
kutilskou povahu Cechti a dopravu. Nasledujici pojmové metafory popisuji Ceskou
republiku: Cesko je bojité a neprozkoumana zemé&. Milo§ Zeman se po srovnani jevi jako
prototyp Cecha, Andrej Babi§ nikoliv. Byla potvrzena dvoji identita, neochota

spolupracovat, nadmérné uzivani alkoholu a cigaret a kutilska povaha.

Klic¢ova slova: stereotyp, prototyp, pojmova metafora, masmédia, Ceska republika, socidlni

aktér

ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to analyze the prototypical image of the Czech Republic and to
compare it to the image presented in Anglophone mass media. The thesis discusses the
terms stereotype, prototype and conceptual metaphor. An analysis of the country found out
that typically Czechs lack a single identity, are independent and refuse to cooperate. They
also drink a lot of alcohol and smoke. Lastly, a fictitious character "Svejk" embodies the
typical Czech. Analysis of Anglophone media showed that Andrej Babi$ and Milo§ Zeman
are the most commonly represented Czechs. The most popular topics are politics, food,
alcohol, closed nature, do-it-your-self mentality and transport. The following conceptual
metaphors describe the country - CZECH REPUBLIC IS A BATTLEFIELD and UNEXPLORED
LAND. The comparative analysis found out that Milo§ Zeman comes close to the
prototypical image of a Czech, while Andrej Babi§ does not. The lack of one identity,
unwillingness to cooperate, the abundance of alcohol and tobacco consumption and the do-

it-yourself mentality were confirmed.

Keywords: stereotype, prototype, conceptual metaphor, mass media, the Czech Republic,

social actor
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INTRODUCTION

Mass media is the subject matter of Media Studies. Among other topics, media research
deals with media representation of different countries. Studies mainly focused on countries
such as Bulgaria (Tarasheva, 2014), China (Zemanek, 2018) or Poland (Wereszczynska,
2017). There is also a study which analyzed the media picture of the Czech Republic (Kral,
et.al, 2012). However, these studies typically look at only certain types of material and
methods. This thesis aims to combine cognitive, media and linguistic methods.

The way one nation sees itself or how sociologists see it might not often coincide with the
image media projects, especially to the foreign audience. Also, a country can be viewed
differently depending on the topic discussed. There is a political image, cultural image,
historical etc. In one area the image can be positive, in other it is negative. Together, these
images will form the general image. The objective of this thesis is to describe a
prototypical image of the Czech Republic and its people and to compare it with their
representation in the Anglophone mass media.

The present thesis consists of two chapters. In Chapter I, the cognitive studies perspective,
namely the views on stereotype, prototype and conceptual metaphors were researched. A
brief study on social actors was also done, so it could be later applied to the representation
of the Czech people in the media. Based on sociological studies of the Czechs and the
country, a prototypical image of the Czech Republic and its people was described.

In Chapter II, the representation of the Czech Republic in the Anglophone mass media was
analyzed. This study included the British and American media, as well as blogs and vlogs.
Using the Metaphor Identification Procedure, two conceptual metaphors which describe
the country were identified. The Media Audit method was used to find out the most
common topics (and people) covered in the media. The findings were also evaluated in
terms of positivity and negativity.

As the result of the comparative analysis shows, the prototypical image of the Czech
Republic mostly matched the descriptions in the media. The metaphorical and Media Audit
findings also corresponded with each other, at least to a certain extent. No strong
contradictions were found. There were, however, also theoretical findings which were not
confirmed in the analysis. Some of them were only briefly mentioned, others completely
ignored. The views of bloggers and vloggers also somewhat differed from those coming

from the internet articles.
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I. THEORY
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1 STEREOTYPES

Stereotypes are powerful tools which shape human behavior and their perception of the
world. The French word stéréotype, (Etymonline, n.d.) coming from the Greek word stereo
- solid (Etymonline, n.d.), is seen as the first modern representation. In 1850, the meaning
was recorded as an "image perpetuated without change” (Etymonline, n.d.). Later in 1922,
the term was defined as "preconceived and oversimplified notion of characteristics typical
of a person or group" (Etymonline, n.d.).

Stereotypes are mainly studied in social and linguistic sciences. Below, the notion of
stereotype in sociology and linguistics will be introduced. First, the basic definition of
social stereotypes, its advantages and disadvantages and the reasons why people use them
will be shown. Next, two present linguistic studies which dealt with stereotypes and
language use will be presented. Finally, a more recent term "prototype", will be analyzed

and compared to the stereotypes.

1.1 The notion of stereotype in sociology

In this section, three most comprehensive sociological approaches to stereotypes will be
discussed: Charles Stangor’s, Susan Bryant’s, and Walter Lippmann’s.

Social stereotypes, according to Stangor (2016, 2), describe traits which are typical for
certain social groups or the individual members inside that group. What is even more
important is the fact that they distinguish each group from the other. To explain it even
simpler, it is what comes to mind immediately when people think of these social groups
(Stangor 2016, 2). However, most of the stereotypes we hold are negative. Even expressing
a positive stereotype can often be seen negatively because it is assumed that the speaker
relies on stereotypes, which means that he/she holds the negative ones too. When one says
that for example African Americans are good at athletics and music, it can easily backfire
and get the person into trouble for advertising stereotypical views even if the person had no
such intentions (Stangor 2016, 2). In addition, stereotypes are inaccurate. Stangor (2016, 2)
admits that "there is a good kernel of truth to most group beliefs". However, these group
believes should not be used when dealing with individuals.

Why would people use stereotypes then? Bryant (2018) explains that by expecting that all
cultures behave in a certain way we try to deal with the unknown. She defines stereotypes
as fixed and oversimplified views which presume that all members of a certain culture

would behave in a certain way.
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According to Lippmann (1922, chap.7), the world may also seem big for some individuals
to know everything about it. That is why they develop the so-called "pictures"(Lippmann,
1922) in their heads (stereotypes) that should help. Another reason why stereotypes are
used is to defend culture. Stereotypes reflect our position in society, our tastes, opinions or
attitudes. They make the world around us a bit more familiar and less inhospitable. We feel
that we belong here. They may not show the real world, but they show the world with
which we associate ourselves (Lippmann 1922, chap.7).

To summarize, there are three key characteristics of stereotypes: First, a stereotype is fixed
and as a rule, does not change over time. Second, a stereotype presents an oversimplified
view. Lastly, it tells us something about the group who uses them. For the purposes of this
thesis, the following definition of a stereotype will be accepted: It is a fixed, oversimplified
image of a certain group of people, made by another group of people, as a form of
comparison.

This definition will be applied to the analytical part, where the Anglophone mass media
views of the Czech Republic will be analyzed.

1.2 Linguistic view of stereotypes

The following chapter includes two studies which dealt with how the use of a language
affects the use of stereotypes. The first study focuses on the perception of a language,
which is based on what the language symbolizes in a certain culture. The second study
describes how a mother language affects the use of stereotypes.

The relation between a language and stereotypes was identified by de Klerk and Bosch
(1995). They studied the acceptance of three languages spoken in the South Africa, namely
English, Afrikaans and Xhosa. It was found out that English is viewed most positively
especially by the non-English speakers because it is perceived as a language of business,
entertainment and is viewed as anti-governmental. Xhosa speakers (a local, ethnic
language) were described as loyal, friendly and fair. The Afrikaans language, on the other
hand, was not supported, at least not beyond the country's boundaries, since approximately
half of the speakers are non-white who were usually excluded from the political affairs of
the country, with Afrikaans language being seen as the language of authorities.

Another study (Bucholtz, 2004) describes a case of two Laotian girls, with the same
mother language, who immigrated into the United States and grew up there. Although their
identities differed, they were often seen in the fixed stereotypical way. The fact that they
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lived and expressed themselves differently, such as in the use of the youth slang, did often
not help, as they were seen as the speakers of Laotian.

To summarize, language affects national stereotypes. A simple fact of speaking a certain
language can already make a person a target of stereotypes. The same language groups can
be affected too. The Czech language belongs to the Slavic languages, which often makes
the Czech Republic a target of stereotypes related to Eastern Europe and Slavic countries,

as will be shown in the further analysis.

1.3 Prototypes

Stereotypes are needed to know the world better. Another thing which helps humans in
knowing the world better is organizing concepts into categories.

This process is called categorization (Rosch and Mervis 1975, 573-605). The members of
the categories can be further analyzed. The term "prototype” was thus introduced by Rosch
and Mervis (1975). They see prototypes as category members that share most elements
with other members from the same category. This is called "family resemblance" (Rosch,
1975). This hypothesis is related to the method of classification called "cue validity"
(Rosch, 1975), which measures frequency of the cue in the certain category. For example,
a chair is a prototypical member of the category furniture, since it has the most family
resemblance with other members.

Prototypes, according to Bryant (2018), unlike stereotypes, are not fixed and are constantly
modified and improved. They also take a central view, unlike stereotypes, which assume
that all members are the same. For example, there is a company based in the Middle East
(Bryant 2018). The stereotypical view would assume that the managers are Arabs and that
any deals would be long and involve a lot of negotiation, since that is the stereotypical
view of Arabs. The prototypical view would focus more on the one concrete company and
the one concrete owner.

Geeraerts (2009, 149) agrees with Rosch that not every member is equally representative.
He also mentions that the categories are unclear. The fact that there are no clear
boundaries, makes prototypes difficult to study, since there are too many subjective things
about them.

The categories are never exactly set (Murphy 2004, 21). The world is rich and diverse and
there will be always a problem to categorize it perfectly and to distinguish the members
and non-menbers of each particular category. The concepts would therefore be always

"fuzzy" (Murphy, 2004).
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To sum up, prototypes are the most representative members of a certain category.
However, both a category and a representative member are subjective and depend on the

attitude of the speaker.

1.4 Social actors

A country is comprised of people. The people make certain decisions and are represented
in a certain way. The critical discourse analysis refers to these people as "social actors"
(van Leeuwen 1996, 32).

Machin and Mayr (2012, 77) claim, that there is no neutral way of how a person can be
portrayed. The writer has always many choices of how the person or a group of people can
be described. Van Leeuwen (1996, chap.3) classifies the representation of social actors in
texts:

1. Nomination and functionalisation

A social actor can be considered to be unique and important as an individual and thus
being nominated. Nomination can be positive or negative. Functionalisation describes
social actors according to their occupation or role, for example, "a leader".

2. Identification

Identification describes what social actors basically are. There are three types. The first is
called classification which includes basic things like age, race or religion. The second,
relational identification describes relations, such as a "girlfriend" or "father". The last one
is called physical identification, such as "brunette" or "short".

3. Role allocation

The roles can be either active or passive. Active role means a direct influence of the social
actor. For example, one can say that a president made a certain decision. The passive role
creates an image of someone who only passively reacts to the others. For example, a
president was forced to sign a treaty.

4. Association

A social actor can be associated with another social actor or a certain thing. This means
that the associated thing/person is often for example mentioned or compared to the social
actor.

5. Indetermination and Differentiation

Indetermination means that a social actor is referred to in pronouns ("somebody", "some

people"), which makes the social actor anonym. The writer considers more specific
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'

information irrelevant. Differentiation makes a difference between "us" and "them"(van
Leeuwen). For example, a Muslim (them) attacked a Czech (us).

6. Impersonalisation

Social actors do not have to be semantically referred to as "humans". There are two types
of impersonalisation: abstraction and objectivation. An example for abstraction is "rich, or
black." A certain quality is assigned to the social actor in question. Objectivation means,

that social actors are referred to a certain thing or place which is associated with them.

These six categories will be applied to media representation of two Czech politicians

Andrej Babi$ and Milo§ Zeman.
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2 CONCEPTUAL REPRESENTATION AND STEREOTYPES

This chapter focuses on concepts and conceptual metaphors. It analyses the approaches to

the term "concept" as well as briefly describes what conceptual metaphors are.

2.1 Approaches to defining "concept"

The term “concept” has been extensively used in all parts of life. With the development of
conceptual studies, many ideas regarding the "concept" were presented. Margolis and
Laurence (2011) summarized the main approaches to the term.

In Classical Theory (Margolis and Laurence, 190-195), concepts are defined as mental
representations which need necessary and sufficient constituents. For example, concept
BACHELOR includes two necessary constituents, MAN and UNMARRIED. If something
falls under these two constituents, it is considered to be a part of the concept BACHELOR.
However, if one of the constituents is absent, it is not a part of this concept. The reliance
on the fact that all constituents must be present is a first drawback of this theory. Secondly,
even concepts which meet the requirements are often problematic. Consider again the
concept BACHELOR. A pope or a gay man living with his long-term partner are both men
and unmarried, yet neither of them are considered to be bachelors.

The second approach is called Prototype Theory (Margolis and Laurence, 195-198).
Certain constituents need to be present to form a concept as in the Classical Theory. Unlike
the Classical Theory though, not all of them have to fit, only a sufficient number. The more
constituents fit, the more representative the member is. For example, for a concept of a
bird, a robin is more representative than a chicken because more of its constituents fit.

The last theory is called the Theory Theory (Margolis and Laurence, 198-200). Within this
approach, the speakers are believed to be more concerned about whether the object has the
"right inner properties". The object is required to possess those "right properties" in order
to be acknowledged by a speaker as a certain concept. The "right properties" are decided
by the speaker. Sometimes the speaker might be an expert and thus require a more detailed
set of "right properties", but mostly the knowledge is rather schematic. This theory is rather
subjective and can sometimes come to very questionable conclusions, as, for example, the
concepts of scientists and common people might often be drastically different, as is the
case with “flat” Earth.

Concepts can be combined together. To understand this better, a so-called Conceptual
Blending Theory was introduced by Fauconnier and Turner (2003, 57-86). Blending is a

mental operation where two partially relevant concepts are blended into one. By doing this
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a new meaning is made. They present an example with a ship which sailed from San
Francisco to Boston trying to be faster than another ship, which made the same journey in
1853. In this case, two concepts are made, the first is the 1993 ship, the second is the 1853
ship. These two different events can be blended into one mental picture. Things such as the
arrival and departure, the time needed for the whole voyage, the actual boats and many
other can be thus compared for both ships using one mental picture.

Though concepts can be seen as prototypes, in this thesis, a concept is seen as an abstract
representation, which includes certain constituents, ordered according to their salience. On
the other hand, for a stereotype to exist, combining (blending) of at least two concepts to

make a new meaning, is necessary.

2.2 Metaphors

When two concepts are combined, a metaphor is formed. But what exactly is a metaphor?
According to Kovecses (2010, 9), a metaphor is a figure of speech where one thing is
compared to another based on some similarities they share. In a classical example:
"Achilles was a lion in the fight", the "lion” is a metaphorical expression, which
characterizes Achilles. Both Achilles and a lion share common traits, such as strength or
bravery. Instead of saying that Achilles was strong and brave, the metaphor "lion" is used.
The purpose of this expression does not end here though. In literature, the eloquence and
emotional attractiveness of the language used is also relevant. It can be said, that there are
two main functions of a metaphor. The first conveys the meaning (using comparison) and
the second impresses emotionally.

Traditionally, a metaphor (Kdvecses, 9-10) is believed to have five most commonly
accepted features. First, metaphor is a linguistic thing, as in the example about Achilles
and a lion, they are both words. Second, metaphor is emotionally pleasing and elegant way
of language use. Third, it is based on resemblances of two things, such as the bravery of
Achilles and a lion. Fourth, metaphor creation is conscious and a certain talent needs to be
possessed to use them well. Fifth, the one which is the most relevant for the following
lines, it is believed, that one can do without metaphors, since they are used for special
occasions and thus not part of ordinary life. This is however not true as will be shown in

the next section.
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2.3 Conceptual metaphors

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson (2003, 4) contradicted the classical view of metaphor,
when they published their seminal book Metaphors We Live By. They argued, that
metaphors should be viewed as a key concept of meaning as metaphors are constantly
present in our daily language and thoughts. They govern our activities, thinking, or our
relation to other people. It does affect our conceptual system too.

A conceptual metaphor (Kdvecses, 4) consists of two domains, where conceptual domain
B is projected upon a conceptual domain A. In other words, one domain, or target domain,
is understood in terms of another, source domain. Lakoff and Johnson (2003) found out
that we, for example, perceive ARGUMENT (A, the target domain) as WAR (B, the source
domain) through a conceptual metaphor ARGUMENT IS WAR. This means that people often
speak of ARGUMENT in terms of WAR (Lakoff and Johnson 2003, 5). If our culture sees an
argument as a war, a corresponding "war vocabulary” will be used. For example, when
arguing we may say that we attack or protect ourselves. The person we are arguing with is
our adversary or rival. We may use different tactics or traps. Thus, an arguing can look like
a war. However not all languages or cultures share this type of thinking. There may be a
culture, which would use a different set of ideas when arguing. With such a different
concept, a completely different vocabulary would be used and for us, it would not even
look like they are arguing. This means that argument is not always war, only in some
cultures. In this sense, a conceptual metaphor "is understanding one thing in terms of
another" (Lakoff, 5).

When we speak of ARGUMENTS as WAR, we use a mental mechanism called mapping
(Kovecses, 91-93). As it was mentioned earlier, a conceptual metaphor consists of two
domains. This would suggest that the concept A is exactly the same as concept B.
However, this is not the case. Only a part of the concept A is mapped onto the concept B.
The so-called "Metaphorical Highlighting" comes into play. Kovecses gives the following
example: THE MIND IS A BRITTLE OBJECT.

Her ego is very fragile.

She is easily crushed.

The experience shattered him.

In this case the source domain deals with only one aspect, namely the mental weakness.
This is called highlighting. The concept has, however, usually more aspects. The ones

which are not highlighted are called hidden (Kdvecses).
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In the chapter which deals with the analysis of the country through conceptual metaphors,
the aspects which are both included and excluded will be mentioned.

It was also stated that a concept includes constituents which are ordered according to their
significance. The most common (stereotypical) constituents mainly define the concept. A
concept can be therefore seen as a stereotypical representation of something. Since a
conceptual metaphor consists of concepts, it also contributes to the perception of

stereotypes.
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3 IMAGE OF A COUNTRY: ITS CONSTITUENTS

The image of a country is according to Elena Tarasheva (2014, 6) a "mental picture of a
country created through media publications". The style and techniques used by media lead
to certain results. Each person then reacts to this news individually and creates a picture of
the country in question. This chapter describes the Czech Republic and its people. The

results will be compared to media representation in the analytical part.

3.1 Overview of Czech sociological studies

Below, four Czech sociological studies are listed. The first one was written before the
Czech Republic joined the European Union. The second study focuses on the history and
its relevance to the contemporary society. The next study highlights the topics of globalism
and multiculturalism and its importance for the Czech society. The last one is a survey,
which compares the Czech Republic to other members of the EU.

In 2002, before the entry into the EU, Jiti Musil (2002, 21-24), a Czech sociologist,
compared the Czech sociology with its European counterparts. He focused mainly on the
development and changes which the field experienced during the second half of the 20th
century. The Czech and other former communist countries suffered from an isolation,
lasting for approximately 40 years. As a result of that, the Czech sociology had a lot to
catch up with. Nowadays, it does not focus on topics relevant to current societies such as
national identity, nationalism, the role of individual states inside bigger institutions, the
position of media in terms of democracy or the importance of education. Another problem
was the lack of cooperation with experts on history, economy, ethnology, anthropology or
politics.

Tomas Halik (n.d., 54-57) identified some problems of the Czech society and its historical
causes. The first is a problem with elites. Czechs may be skeptical about elites mainly
because they did not have any for a long period of time. It started with the Hussite wars,
which isolated the Czech historical lands. Because of forced re-catholization two hundred
years afterwards, many protestant members of the Czech lands left the country. The
cultural growth of the 19th and early 20th centuries could be therefore seen as a plebian
one. German occupation followed by the Communist regime also saw a huge outflow of
"elite Czechs". The second problem deals with the national identity. As the author states,
national traditions, culture and history are very often being questioned and undefined in the
Czech Republic. The Germans, a powerful neighbor, along with the Catholic religion often

played an important role, as they often represented the oppressors. The way Czechs fought
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them was frequently with humor, which would belittle and ridicule the authorities. The
popular Czech character "Svejk" is seen as a symbol of this brightness and passive fight
against the enemies.

This lack of national identity and isolation, according to Jan Keller (2002, 26-31), also
effects globalism and multiculturalism in the Czech Republic. For example, racism and
xenophobia are quite common, with the younger generation being no exception. He
predicts, that a strongly nationalistic political party will be founded as a result of that.

As a part of European social survey, that compared European countries and their values,
Petra Anyzova (2018, 6-16) indicates, that the Czechs had a very little value in terms of
benevolence in comparison with other countries from Europe. This means that they are not
so much other-oriented but appreciate individualism. It also suggests a lower level of
tolerance and collective free time activities. Czech Republic is, among other Eastern
European countries, also more traditional. The biggest difference between Czechs and
Western Europe is seen in a relation between education and individualism. Czech people,
who have a college degree tend to be more individualistic. The ones who think more in
collective terms are usually those with lower education and income. In Western Europe,
the results were exactly the opposite, with educated people scoring a higher level of
benevolence instead of individualism, which is a domain of those less educated. The author
suggests that this may have something to do with the Czech educational system, which
often neglects the topics of tolerance.

There are two key aspects characterizing Czech people: identity and individuality. Both
Halik and Keller agree with the fact, that the Czech identity is not clearly defined, since in
the past it was ruled by "foreign" groups, such as Germans and Soviets or even Catholic
religion. The country is also situated between the west and east and thus forms a certain
bridge but not a clearly specified culture. The Czech identity was mainly developed by
"plebian" people, who were fighting the foreign elites. This resistance against foreign elites
can be nowadays, for example, seen in resistance to the EU, which many people may see
as the foreigners who run the country (as in the past). At the same time, individualism can
mean a lack of interest in cooperating. The lack of cooperation can be also seen in low

tolerance of multiculturalism, racism and the benevolence.

3.2 Animage of a Czech
Rosenleaf-Ritter (2006, 33-36) describes the Czech nature in three words: resilience,

reserve and cleverness. Regarding the resilience, Czech people often have a sense of
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opposition towards things coming from the outside world. They are also reserved which
reflects in the way they talk to strangers (or not talk at all). Smiling is rare and rather saved
for friends and relatives, not for unknown people. Czechs are also clever in a way often
associated with Good Soldier Svejk, a fictitious Czech character of World War I period. He
is viewed by his superiors as lazy and incompetent, but it is Svejk himself, who ultimately
uncovers the hypocrisies of the empire. He does it through passive resistance and humor, a
behavior that has become known as "Svejkism". Some claim that this is the core element of
Czech character, but according to Ritter, there are Czechs who do not want to be associated
with it at all.

Stan¢k (2015, 20-25) also offers a view of "an ordinary Czech" that forms a stereotypical
image. Firstly, a typical Czech likes to collect and keep things since they may come handy
at some point in the future. He usually lives in a smaller town, has a wife and two kids.
Czechs also like pets and usually have some. As for the leisure time, they do not shy away
from alcohol or tobacco products. When eating, the size of the portion and the taste is often
more important than for example some information about composition. Czechs watch
television and read tabloid press quite often. Croatia is the most favorite holiday
destination, as it is reachable by cars.

In another research (Sociologicky ustav 2016, 5), which dealt with the use of time among
Czechs, it was found out that they spent quite a lot of time doing housework.
Responsibilities among men and women also differ. Women are more oriented on kids and
housework, whereas men focus mainly on the paid job. As a result, women have less free
time than men, especially on the weekends when men do not go to work.

To sum up, Czechs rely on themselves. The fact that they keep and collect a lot of things
suggests that they possess a do-it-yourself mentality and often make things by themselves
rather than rely on services. A lot of time is also spent on housework, which is backed up
by the research. Regarding the entertainment, they are not that much concerned with health
and drink quite a lot of alcohol, eat unhealthy dishes or smoke. They are also rather

skeptical about new things or people, which is represented in their reserved behavior.

3.3 A prototypical image of the Czech Republic

Czech Republic is a parliamentary republic which was established in 1993. It has
approximately 10.4 million people with the city of Prague being the capital. The country
consists of three historical lands - Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. The country is located in

the central Europe bordering on Poland, Slovakia, Austria and Germany.
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The official language is Czech, the currency is the Czech crown (CZK). Czech Republic is
a member of NATO (since 1999) and EU (2004).The prototypical image of a country with
millions of people have to rely mostly on statistical data. The relevant are listed below.

It was mentioned that Czechs watch TV frequently. The cultural programs are the most
frequent (27.9% of the total time) followed by the news (23%), sports (18.6%), documents
(13.1%) and other ungrouped (Programova struktura, n.d.).

As for the alcohol (Spotieba alkoholu na osobu, 2018), in the consumption of pure alcohol
for persons of age 15 and more, the Czech Republic has the highest number along with
France (11.7 liters per year). As for 2014, there are 28.7 % of smokers (the EU average is
24 %). This is the 7th highest number in the EU (Kutéci podle pohlavi, 2014).

The Russian language (Studium vybranych cizich jazykt, 2019) is studied more frequently
in comparison to the EU. The most studied languages for upper secondary education is
English, which is studied by 91.8 % of students, followed by German with 37.5 % and
Russian with 8.1 %. The English language also dominates the EU average with 86.1 %.
Other preferred languages involve German (15 %), Spanish (14.1 %) and French (14 %).
Russian has only 2.4 %. The statistics counts with the fact that more languages can be
studied at once.

A research (Lu§, 2018) done in the Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, Slovenia and
Slovakia found out that Czechs are the biggest skeptics about the EU. It shows, that 34 %

of the Czechs want to leave the union.

This chapter described the Czech Republic and its people using sociology studies, research
and statistics which often compare the country with the European Union. The following
lines summarize this chapter and will serve as a point for comparison in the analytical part
which uses the media audit method.

It should be noted that the Czech Republic does not have one clear identity. There is an
influence from both the West and East. On the one hand, it is a member of the EU and
NATO, on the other hand, Russian is still quite popular, Croatia is the most favorite
destination, and in terms of the benevolence and traditions, it had more resemblance with
the Eastern Europe.

Czechs are reclusive and independent. The level of benevolence is lower than the EU

average. This independent spirit is also reflected in the Czech do-it-yourself mentality.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 25

Czechs do not like authorities. In the history, Germans and Catholic religion were seen as
the oppressors. Today, many think the same about the EU. The term "Svejkism", which
combines a passive resistance using clever humor is often applied.

Czechs drink a lot of alcohol (especially beer) and eat food which is unhealthy and heavy.

There are a lot of smokers too.
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II. ANALYSIS
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4 MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study relies on two methods, The Metaphor Identification Procedure and Media Audit.

The comparative and counting analysis are used too.

4.1 Material

Mass media is typically defined as "channels of communication" (Campbell, Martin and
Fabos 2019, 6) which brings information to large audience (Campbell, et al., 6). A
significant change has been noted in the past years. Mass media is transforming into digital
media, with the internet playing a major role (Campbell, et al.,5). Therefore, as a material
for the analysis, articles from the internet media resources, as well as blogs and vlogs were
used.

A total number of 100 articles was chosen, video news were disregarded. Of these, 80
articles came from the British media, which were collected using the term "Czech Republic
+ the relevant media". The articles were selected from: the BBC network (40 articles) over
the period from 20 October 2017 to 6 February 2019; the Independent (20 articles): 7
October 2016-15 March 2018, and the Guardian (20 articles): 8 Nov 2018 -26 Mar 2019.
The other 20 articles focus on travel in the Czech Republic. The following websites were
used: CNN Travel (9 articles); Fox Travel (4 articles); Lonely Planet (2 articles); Today (2
articles); World Travel Guide (3 articles).

Additionally, 10 expat blogs (the most recent ones), and 13 Youtube vlogs (where

foreigners who have lived in the Czech Republic, described their experience) were used.

4.2 Conceptual metaphor analysis

The analysis came in two parts. The first one, which uses "The Metaphor identification
procedure"(Pragglejaz Group, 2007) was applied to the 100 articles.

Conceptual metaphor analysis entailed two steps: first, metaphor identification procedure
was used to identify verbal metaphors in the text, and then verbal metaphors were further
grouped according to common target and source domains. The "Metaphor identification
procedure" (Pragglejaz Group, 2007) required the following steps:

1. to read the whole text to have an understanding of the meaning;

2. to identify the lexical units of metaphorical nature;

3. (a) for each lexical unit to establish its contextual meaning;

(b) for each lexical unit, to decide if it has a more basic meaning in other contexts too;
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Basic meaning is more specific, relevant to body action, or simply older in terms of its
origin.

(c) if there is a more basic meaning in other contexts too, to decide whether the
contextual meaning can be understood using the basic meaning;
4. if so, to label the lexical unit as metaphorical.
When the metaphorical expressions were found, they were grouped and arranged according
to their frequency. The counting and comparative analysis were used. Afterwards, proper

conceptual metaphors were identified.

4.3 The media audit analysis

For the analysis of the 80 British articles, as well as blogs and vlogs, the media audit
approach was used. According to Baj¢an (2003), media audit is a clear overview of media
output during a certain time. It allows to find out how positive or negative the media
depiction of a country is. Apart from that, the frequency of certain topics is revealed.

As a part of media audit, the most covered topics were found, using the counting analysis.
Another step was the analysis of represented social actors, such as Andrej Babi§ and Milo§
Zeman. Van Leeuven’s classification (1996) was applied to representations:

1. Nomination and functionalisation

2. Identification

3. Role allocation

4. Association

5. Differentiation

6. Impersonalisation

The positivity or negativity was determined according to the most common words. A

counting analysis was again used. A big focus was also set on the headlines.
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S CONCEPTUAL METAPHOR

The following conceptual metaphors describe the Czech Republic. The first one deals with
the political situation as seen in the media. The second one presents a view of articles

which focus mostly on travel.

5.1 CZECH REPUBLIC IS A BATTLEFIELD

The BATTLEFIELD conceptual domain embraces images of for example fight, war,
casualties or destruction. The articles about political news present the Czech Republic as a
country where a constant fight is present. The word "battle" with reference to the country is
mentioned three times.

Its political leaders are also included. For example, Milo§ Zeman is said to have “taken aim
at the press" ("Czech president calls press conference", 2018) and also to "have attacked
the media" (Osborne, "Thousands take to streets", 2018). He has also "blasted the press"
(Osborne, "Thousands take to streets", 2018). When running for the presidency, he
"defeated" (Janicek 2018) and "beat" (Janicek, 2018) Jifi Drahos, who also "conceded
defeat" (Janicek, 2018). The victory of Milo§ Zeman was seen as a "blow to the country's
political elite" (Roberts, 2017).

The current Prime Minister Andrej Babi§ is described as "embattled" two times: "Prague
rallies against embattled Czech PM" ("Prague rallies", 2018). He has been accused of a
"conflict of interest" (mentioned eight times). He has also "crushed his rivals" ("Czech
election: Billionaire Babis", 2017).

People of the Czech Republic are resistant. There is a "democratic resistance"
(Nougayrede, 2018) in the country where people protest to "challenge the country's
President "(Osborne, "Thousands take to streets", 2018). The Czech Republic also "clashes
the EU views"(Adler, 2018) and meets Poland to "discuss their struggles"(Nougayrede,
2018).

The Czech history is presented in a similar way, for example the reform under Alexandr
Dubcek was "crushed" (Cameron, "Soviet 1968", 2018) or the Stb were described as the
"praetorian guard of Czechoslovak communism" (Cameron, "The Czechoslovak Spy",
2018).

The absence of one clear identity is responsible for the inner situation, where different
identities clash. The Czech political history and present are both illustrated in a similar
warlike manner. This suggests a fixed stereotypical view from the British press which still

sees the country as a battlefield.
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The idea of a fight is highlighted. However, other aspects such as the consequences of a

fight (casualties, destroyed cities) or the "weapons" used are hidden.

5.2 CZECH REPUBLIC IS AN UNEXPLORED LAND

Another recurrent conceptual metaphor was traced in the tourist guides mainly. The rich
and metaphorical language which was often used provided enough sources. The conceptual
domain UNEXPLORED LAND involves images of exploring, getting lost, and perhaps even
dangerous things connected to the unknown things.

As the iron curtain fell, new opportunities for tourists arose. The Czech Republic became a
target for many enthusiastic tourists who could now explore it. The idea of exploration is
omnipresent. The word "explore" itself is mentioned five times, with the city of Prague,
topping the list. Tourists can "explore" well-known tourist attractions or be more
adventurous and explore for example the "mysterious passages underneath the main
square" (Fedikovych, 2018). It is not just historical sites which are worth exploring: one
CNN guide also suggests to discover the microbreweries and the "culinary heritage of the
Czech lands" (Gaze, 2017). Other places than Prague are also mentioned. In another CNN
article with a fitting name, "8 undiscovered Eastern European cities", the city of Karlovy
Vary is mentioned (Crossan, 2013). Brno is described as "bizarrely overlooked central
Czech city riddled with architectural gems" (Neild, 2013).

The word "wander" is mentioned four times. For example, you can "wander the gorgeous
park" ("City Highlight", 2017) or "wander around the neatly kept gardens" (Hartley, 2012).
He who explores, can often get lost. It is surely easier "in the maze of streets" (Gaze, 2017)
of Prague. The word "maze" itself is mentioned four times. However, getting lost in this
manner is seen as something rather pleasant and unforgivable as the characterization of
AdrSpach Teplice Rocks, located in Bohemian Switzerland, shows: "Getting lost in this
labyrinth of giant sandstone formations, nicknamed 'City of Rocks' for their surreal looks,
is a magical experience" (Fedikovych, 2018).

It is perhaps the following excerpt regarding Prague which best summarizes the
exploration spirit: "The best way to discover this city of 1.2 million is to wander its maze
of cobbled backstreets, stumbling upon a church, a café or an art gallery to which you'd be
hard-pressed to find your way back" (Gaze, 2017).

As a part of discovery, the traveler may come across splendid relics which resulted in the
use of lexical units such as "gem" or "jewel". The word "gem" is used three times, for

example the city of Kutnd Hora is described as "a gem of a town"(Fedikovych, 2018). In
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Brno, there are a lot of "architectural gems" (Neild, 2013), one of these "brightest
architectural gems" (Fedikovych, 2018) being the Villa Tugendhat. Karlovy Vary, a spa
town, "echoes the opulence of the golden days of the European aristocracy" (Fedikovych,
2018). The Prague Castle and Old Town Square are worthy of the visit and have a "wealth
of spectacular sites" (Gaze, 2017). The word "worth" alone is mentioned four times.

The word "jewel" is mentioned twice, as in "the brightest architectural jewel of the
town"(Fedikovych, 2018).

One article oversimplifies the view of the Czech Republic by simply referring to it as
Eastern Europe. The idea of unknown can be also seen as stereotypical (and fixed) since it
still views the country as something new.

Only the positive images, such as the ones of exploring, wandering and discovering are
highlighted. Even getting lost is presented positively. The negative images regarding
danger are hidden.

The "jewels" and "gems" describe the beauty of the Czech cultural historic sites. They

impress the writer and create a positive image of the country.
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6 THE MEDIA AUDIT ANALYSIS

6.1 British media

6.1.1 The overall coverage
Czech politics is naturally the most popular topic in British media: 48 % of the articles deal
with politics. The following topics are of interest for the media: Czech election, Czech
Republic and the EU, Andrej Babi§, Milo§ Zeman.
Most of the articles are written in a neutral way; however there are some, regarding Andre;j
Babi§ or Milo§ Zeman, which appear as rather negative. The topics discussed deal often
with the Czech election, which according to some "split" the country (Cameron, "The
politically incorrect", 2018).
The country is simply referred to as "an Eastern European country" three times in a
headline as in: "Eastern European companies fear 'chaos' of no-deal Brexit (MacDowall,
2019) and "Eastern European tech entrepreneurs are reviving the region's startup scene"
(Kahn, 2017) and "A new wave of dissidents in the east can turn back Europe’s populist
tide" (Nougayrede, 2018).
The Czech attitude towards the EU is mentioned in eight articles in a negative/neutral way
where the Czech Republic is sometimes represented as opposing the EU politics; for
example when dealing with the refugees: "EU to sue Poland, Hungary and Czechs for
refusing refugee quotas" ("EU to Sue Poland", 2017). The Visegrad attitude towards the
EU is also mentioned here: "Visegrad: The clash of the Euro visions" (Adler, 2018). The
topic of populism is tackled two times, "How populism emerged as an electoral force in
Europe" (Henley, 2018) and "A new wave of dissidents in the east can turn back Europe’s
populist tide" (Nougayréde, 2018). The rest is neutral. Three articles (Tait, "Czech
democracy", 2018), (O'Carroll, 2018), (MacDowall, 2019) deal with the Czechs and
Brexit. One article ("Czech rum", 2018) writes about the Czech rum (with regard to the EU
regulations).
Poland and Russia are most often associated with the Czech Republic. Both countries are
mentioned four times. Russia is presented in all articles negatively. Two headlines involve
the word "spy" as in "Prague: The city watching out for Russian and Chinese spies"”
(Cameron,"Prague", 2018) and "Russia spy poisoning: Czechs angrily reject Russia
claims" ("Russia spy poisoning", 2018). This is supplemented by the word "hacker":

"Czech police arrest alleged Russian hacker in joint operation with FBI"
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(Osborne,"Russian hacker", 2016). One article describes the Czech-Russian past:"Soviet
1968 invasion: Czechs still feel Cold War shivers" (Cameron,"Soviet 1968", 2018). Poland
is seen as an ally who often stands against the EU (see the Czech attitude towards the EU).
The second most popular topic is daily news with 34 % (27 articles). There is a number of
articles (five in total, which is 19 % from this category) describing rather unusual things
about Czech people. For example, one BBC article reports the following: "Mankini-
wearing 'Borat' tourists arrested in Kazakhstan"(Harrison, 2017). Dangerous things are also
not excluded, as it is shown in other articles like here: "Czech man mauled to death by lion
he kept in back yard ("Czech man mauled", 2019)" or "Man caused train crashes then left
Arabic messages to provoke anti-Muslim backlash, prosecutors say (Embury, 2018)". The
press does not use overly expressive words which would openly denounce it, however they
point out that it is against the law. For example, the word "illegal" is mentioned four times.
The "Borat" tourists were fined, as well as the man who was killed by a lion (he was fined
before the incident for illegal breeding). The theme of "madness" goes on when dealing
with the most popular Czech politicians too, as will be shown later.

Culture articles constitute 10 % (8 articles) of all articles analyzed. This is the only section
where a clear positive picture of the country is felt. For example, the Czech pilot Frantisek
1s described as "remarkable", "splendid" or as "an ace" (Bowlby, 2018). Milo§ Forman, the
director, is "one of a small number of foreign directors to enjoy lasting commercial and
critical success in Hollywood"("Milos Forman", 2018). He is also described as a "great
director" and "genius"("Milos Forman", 2018).

The rest of the articles do not fall into one exact category. There is for example one article
about Petra Kvitova, who was recently attacked in her own apartment and suffered some
damages. She is referred in all three headlines as a "tennis star" ("Petra Kvitova: Man who

stabbed", 2019), ("Petra Kvitova: Tennis Star", 2019), (Reuters, 2019).

6.1.2 Social actor Andrej Babis
The Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babi$ enjoys the most coverage from the British press.
Of 80 articles analyzed, Mr. Babis is the primary focus in 16 % of them (13 in total). He is
also mentioned in several other articles regarding politics. Unfortunately, not a single
article presents him in a positive way. Though, most of the articles are written in a neutral
way, 4 articles describe him rather negatively, for example one Guardian article (Tait,

"Rich, Scandal-hit", 2019) refers to him as a "scandal-hit" person.
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6.1.2.1 Nomination, functionalisation

Andrej Babis is known in the British press under many different names. The Independent
compares him twice to the American president Donald Trump. This is shown right in the
following titles: "The Czech Republic has swung to the right by electing its very own
Donald Trump" (Heijmans, 2017) and "Czech Republic's 'answer to Donald Trump' Andrej
Babis on course for election success" (Smith, 2017). If his name appears in the title, it is
always preceded or followed by his role, for example Czech Prime Minister (this is the
most common description in headlines). Another possibility is adding a brief explanation
"Czech elections" because it is not expected from the reader to know who Mr. Babis is.
The last more frequent name "leader" (16 times) is a functionalisation which implies his
important position in the political sphere of the Czech Republic but also draws attention to

his political party called ANO.

6.1.2.2 Identification

The basic identification describes Andrej Babi§ only in terms of age, which is mentioned
six times. Other information regarding his race or religion is excluded. Relational
identification is present in articles dealing with his son, where Mr. Babis is referred to as
"the father" ("Andrej Babis: Czech PM denies", 2018). His physical identification is not

mentioned.

6.1.2.3 Role allocation

Andrej Babis is always seen in an active role. He is the one who influences the affairs of
the Czech politics and who is also responsible for it. His dominant position and power is
shown for example here: "while he had 'invited everyone for talks', he was not prepared to
'cooperate' with either the far-right, anti-EU Freedom and Direct Democracy party or the
Communist Party" ("Czech election: Billionaire Babis", 2017)" or here: "Mr Babis is a

media mogul who owns or controls the country’s two popular newspapers" (Smith, 2017).

6.1.2.4 Association

Associations are primarily made to the above mentioned wealth and populism. The most
frequent politician associated with Mr. Babi$§ is another politician Tomio Okamura (four
times) who is seen as a potential ally of Andrej Babis: "if Mr Babis works out a coalition
government with Tomio Okamura" (Roberts, 2017). Another association is the above

mentioned Donald Trump.
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6.1.2.5 Differentiation

Opinions of his critiques are often quoted. The picture presented in the mass media makes
a difference between "us" and "them". Six opponents in total express their disagreement
with Mr. Babis$ actions, for example one critique says that "This guy is a real danger for the
Czech Republic" (Heijmans, 2017). However, Andrej Babis is also often quoted as in here:
"The problem of this false political case is that I have entered politics... However, I won't

give up," ("Czech PM Andrej Babis", 2018).

6.1.2.6 Impersonalisation
He is called a "populist" eight times, whereas the word "billionaire" is mentioned 18 times.
The word billionaire is sometimes supplemented with the fact that he is the second richest

person in the Czech Republic (five mentions).

6.1.2.7 Stereotypes connected with Babis

There is an oversimplifying comparison with Donald Trump, which comes from the
similar first impression (wealth, populism). This first impression automatically forms a
negative attitude. His wealth and influence could be a reason why the media question his
real intentions, because when one is wealthy and powerful, it can be automatically
presumed, that the person acquired it dishonestly. He is also seen as another populist in the
Eastern Europe (see Overall coverage, A new wave of dissidents...).

Andrej Babis is not represented as a prototypical Czech in the researched media.

6.1.3 Social actor Milo$ Zeman

The Czech president is the second most popular person in the analyzed British press. Milo§
Zeman is the main topic in 10 % articles (8 out of 80). As well as Mr. Babis, he is also
referred to in other articles, when for example speaking about the Czech government in
general. Just as Babi§, Milo§ Zeman is not depicted in a positive way: two articles present
him rather negatively, calling him for example "populist" (Janicek, 2018) or "politically
incorrect" (Cameron,"The politically incorrect", 2018), while others remain neutral.

Milo§ Zeman is often represented in a very extraordinary way. One article from The
Independent starts as following: "Czech President holds up replica gun marked ‘for
journalists’ in press conference"(Oppenheim, 2017). Another BBC article uses another
unusual headline: "Czech president calls press conference for underwear burning" ("Czech
President Calls Press Conference", 2018). The Independent also mentions Mr. Zeman in an

article called "Czech government tells its citizens how to fight terrorists: Shoot them
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yourselves" (Erickson, 2019) where they claim, that "Czech President Milos Zeman made
an unusual request: He urged citizens to arm themselves" (Erickson, 2019). President’s
inappropriate language is also sometimes mentioned: Milo§ Zeman is quoted as referring to
the journalists as "manure" and "hyenas" (Osborne, "Thousands take to streets",2018). This
goes to extreme in one occasion where the Czech president is saying: "I'm sorry to make
you [reporters] look like little idiots, you really don't deserve it ("Czech President Calls
Press Conference", 2018). His negative attitude towards the elites of the country is
mentioned in this example: "Upon election, he promised to be the president of the "bottom
10 million". The Czech population is currently about 10.6 million. It was a clear snub to
the country's urban elite (Cameron, "The politically incorrect", 2018)."

His use of humor is also mentioned. The so-called "bon mots" are said to be "infamous"

(Cameron, "The politically incorrect", 2018).

6.1.3.1 Nomination, functionalisation

When his name is mentioned in the headline it is also supplemented by additional
information, because it is not assumed that the reader would know him: "Czech election:
Zeman faces presidential run-off against Drahos" ("Czech election: Zeman faces", 2018).
From the eight articles, his name is mentioned in four of them. The other four articles use
the word "president" instead, as in: "Czech president calls press conference for underwear
burning"("Czech president calls press conference", 2018), "Czech election: The politically
incorrect president dividing a nation"(Cameron, "The politically incorrect", 2018), "Czech
President holds up replica gun marked ‘for journalists’ in press conference"(Oppenheim,
2017), "Prague protests: Thousands of Czechs take to the streets after President attacks
media" (Osborne, "Thousands take to streets", 2018).

6.1.3.2 Identification

Milo§ Zeman is tackled more in detail in terms of the basic classification. His age is
mentioned seven times, his health condition, unlike in the case of Mr. Babis, is also a topic,
like in this example: "But there are persistent concerns about his health; suffering from
diabetes, he can now barely walk unaided" ("Czech election: Zeman beats Drahos", 2018).
The fact, that he has problems with health is mentioned four times. Relational and physical

description regarding his look is omitted.
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6.1.3.3 Role allocation
As well as Andrej Babi§, Milo§ Zeman is also depicted in an active role from which he

actively affects the Czech political scene.

6.1.3.4 Association

The most associations are made with Jifi Draho§ (mentioned 23 times), his rival in
presidential election and Andrej Babi§ (mentioned nine times). Another common
association is made with the Islam religion, the words "Islam" (or Islamisation) and
"Muslim" are mentioned 11 times. Immigration is also a relevant topic, it is referred to in
total 16 times (for example using the words "migrant" or "immigration"). Russia is also

mentioned. The fact that he is "pro-Russian" is mentioned five times.

6.1.3.5 Differentiation

Opinions of his opponents are included as well. He is described as an "outspoken" person
(mentioned 7 times) who often disagrees with the mainstream media. Jifi Drahos, his
opponent in the presidential run-off, was quoted saying: "We say in Czech that 'the fish
stinks from the head' and that perfectly sums up Mr. Zeman's term" (Cameron, "Zeman
faces", 2018). Michal Horacek said, that "Prague Castle needs to be fumigated" (Cameron,
"The politically incorrect", 2018).

6.1.3.6 Impersonalisation
In one article he is referred as a "chain-smoking, and heavy-drinking" (Cameron, "The

politically incorrect", 2018). Apart from that, no consistent impersonalisation was found.

6.1.3.7 Stereotypes connected with Zeman

Oversimplification can be found in how the head of a country and its people are
represented. If the president's behavior is "unorthodox", the oversimplification attitude
could suggest that the people who elected him are unorthodox too.

As it was stated, Russia is described negatively in all relevant articles. Milo§ Zeman, a pro-
Russian person, is therefore seen similarly. This negative view is further reinforced by
describing his love for alcohol and tobacco products. The same goes for vulgar language.
Milo§ Zeman comes very close to the prototypical image of a Czech. He is a representative
of the pro-Russian identity. He criticizes authorities and often uses witty humor, the so-

called "bon mots". He is also represented as a person who smokes and drinks alcohol.
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6.2 Blogs and vlogs

The stereotypes presented in blogs and vlogs typically address such elements as food, drink
or the Czech mentality. The bloggers and vloggers have a direct experience with the life in
the Czech Republic and its people. Below, the most common topics are listed.

1. Food

The most common topic of English-language blogs and vlogs is the Czech food, which is
discussed under different names (food, meal, dish) and mentioned 23 times. The attitude
towards the taste is rather neutral, Czech food is seen as heavy and unhealthy though. For
example, one expat from Hungary (Brno Expat Centre, "Brno is a perfectly livable city",
2014) says: "As far as everyday Czech cuisine is concerned, I’m not a big fan. It could be
much healthier. "Two expats mention that they miss the food (fruits and vegetables) from
their country, especially in winter. A girl from Tanzania (Brno Expat Centre, "Eating
sweets", 2015) said, that she had to go to a Vietnamese market to buy green bananas which
are very common in her country. She considers the food imported during winter not that
good. Another expat from France (Brno Expat Centre, "Brno is like home", 2015) agrees
with her: "Food is what I miss most about France. Especially in winter, because I try to buy
as local as possible, but the choice is not great here. In summer it is ok, you can for
example find some appricots or zuchinni that are good."

2. Beer

Another frequent topic is alcohol. Czech beer is viewed in a very positive way, there was
not a single person who would denounce it. One American Youtuber (Stepanka, 2016)
described Czech beer as strong. The Czechs will, according to her, always "outdrink
you"(Stepanka, 2016). Another one (The Willing Road, 2018) admitted, that after spending
some time in the Czech Republic, she started drinking beer, because it felt so natural to
her.

3. First impression

Another thing mentioned six times is the first impression of Czechs. Most of them are
rather gloomy at first glance and do not smile publicly. One girl, from a Youtube channel
called Prague vlog (2018) stated, that by smiling, she always stands out of the crowd and
gets recognized as a foreigner. One expat from Iran (Brno Expat Centre, "I am living a
dream", 2016) says that his country is livelier. Another expat from the United States (Brno
Expat Centre, "Brno is a city", 2018) admits, that he misses the American openness. This is

supported by his fellow Americans from another Youtube channel (Filipek, 2015) who
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state that Czechs lack confidence in comparison with the Americans. However, this is only
the first impression. One girl from France (Brno Expat Centre, "Brno is like home", 2015)
says, that once you find friends, they will stay with you forever. The most common words
used are "open" (meaning the Czechs are not open, mentioned seven times).

4. Do-it-yourself

The Czech do-it-yourself mentality is mentioned four times. Czechs can cook, repair or
build things by themselves. Unlike Americans, (Gordon, Czech culture shocks, 2018) they
very often go into grocery stores (to buy the ingredients for cooking), which are very
frequent in the Czech Republic. One youtuber (Friends in All Nations, 2018) was
astonished that many Czechs keep things like bricks in their backyards so they can use
them later.

5. Transport

The transport system is seen in a very positive way, the coverage and frequency of the
transport is seen as very good (mentioned five times).

6. Land

The country is also praised for its countryside which is also present on bigger scale in all
major cities. Three expats expressed their love for the Czech countryside. For example, an
expat from Spain (Brno Expat Centre, "Czech society", 2014), although missing the sea,

said: "But I like the woods around Brno a lot."

6.2.1.1 Stereotypes and prototypes in blogs and vlogs

The fact that Czechs often do not care about the composition of the food they are eating
corresponds to the prototypical Czech. The food is described as unhealthy and heavy.

The same applies to the alcohol. The view of the Czech beer can be described as
stereotypical. It is mentioned, that Czechs drink beer a lot, and consider it as an ordinary
part of life. The Czechs are used to drinking other types of alcohol too and have a high
alcohol tolerance. The do-it-yourself mentality is also mentioned. Czechs are described as
collectors who save stuff for the future. The Czechs are also viewed as rather gloomy and
closed too. However, this is only a first impression.

The lack of one identity is absent. The bloggers and vloggers ignored the topic of politics
completely. As for the individual Czechs they do not see any dual identity either. The

stereotypes or associations with Eastern Europe were also not found.
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The same goes for the attitude towards the elites. The Czechs are not seen as somebody
who would fight against authorities, be it Czech or European authorities. The humor as
well as the Czech cleverness is also not mentioned.

The bloggers and vloggers focused more on the informal and daily activities which were
mostly confirmed. However, the sociological studies which highlighted the problems with

identity and authorities were not backed up.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 41

CONCLUSION

This paper focused on the analysis of the Czech Republic and its people which was then

compared to the image of the country in Anglophone mass media.

Overall representation

The result of the analysis of media representation of the Czech Republic shows that Czechs
do not have a clear-cut identity. The country is presented as split. Two identities (pro-
Western and pro-Russian) are contesting. This is also seen in the conceptual metaphor
which describes the country as a battlefield. As for the independent and anti-authorities
spirit, the Czech Republic is presented as a country which opposes the EU elites and
refuses to cooperate (for example regarding the refugees). The country is often associated
with Poland and Russia (negatively depicted). The British press also often points out the
"unusual" things which Czech people did which highlights their attitude towards it (it is
strange, interesting, shocking). Articles regarding culture are positive. Andrej Babi§ and
Milo§ Zeman are the most commonly represented social actors. Both are presented rather
negatively. The bloggers and vloggers focus mostly on food (heavy, unhealthy) and drinks
(alcohol).

What is common for Czech and foreign views

A prototypical Czech is associated with alcohol, smoking, and unhealthy food. This is
mainly confirmed through the descriptions given by bloggers and vloggers. Milo§ Zeman
is in the British press also associated with alcohol and tobacco products. He is also very
close to the prototypical image of Svejk. The analyzed articles support the sociological
studies which point out the anti-elite spirit and two identities. The same applies to the

conceptual metaphor regarding the battlefield.

What is not common for Czech and foreign views

The Czech humor is not viewed positively, for example when talking about Milo§ Zeman's
"bon mots". Apart from that, Czech humor is not mentioned. The Czechs are also not
described as clever in the media, but as rather "unusual". Andrej Babi§, the most often
mentioned Czech in the media, is not a prototypical Czech. This makes sense, since he was

born in Slovakia; yet, for the people who read the press, he is a representative of the Czech
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Republic, as this information is omitted from the press. Also the sociological studies were

not confirmed by the vloggers and bloggers.

The further research on this topic could explain why the views of experts and non-experts
tend to differ. A deeper analysis of the media representation of the Czech Republic (or
Czechoslovakia) from the past compared to the present would also significantly contribute

to this field.

The aim of this thesis was to compare the prototypical image of the Czech Republic and its
people to the representation of the country in Anglophone mass media. This goal was

accomplished, however, there are still many areas worth analyzing.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BBC — British Broadcasting Corporation
CNN — Cable News Network

EU  — European Union

NATO — North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NBC — National Broadcasting Company



